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                BLEU DU MAINE SHEEP  SOCIETY LTD  
Long Wood Farm, Trostrey, Usk, Monmouthshire NP15 1LA  

Tel 07813108144  

  
BLEU DU MAINE SHEEP SOCIETY -  
2020 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

  

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
  

The thirty-sixth Annual General Meeting of the Bleu du Maine Sheep Society Ltd., will take 

place virtually  via Zoom on July 23rd, 2020 at 7.30pm.  Please ensure that you log into the 

meeting a few minutes before the start time.  
  

To obtain the Zoom link you must have registered in the Members Resource Area on the 

website, if you have not already done so please follow the link below to register. You must 

set your own password (this is nothing to do with Grassroots) and press submit. 

 

https://www.bleudumaine.co.uk/members/register/ 

 

                             

  
AGENDA  

  
1. To receive apologies for absence  

  

2. To approve the Minutes of the thirty-fifth Annual General Meeting held on Thursday 15th   

August, 2019  

  

3. To discuss matters arising from the Minutes  

  

4. To receive the Chairman’s Report  

  

5. To receive the Hon. Treasurer’s Report  

  

6. To adopt the accounts for the year ending 31st December, 2019  

  

7. To appoint auditors for 2020  
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6. To announce members elected to Council.   

  

7. Any other business.  

    

MINUTES OF THE BLEU DU MAINE SHEEP SOCIETY ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING HELD AT THE AUCTIONEER, BORDERWAY MART, CARLISLE 

ON AUGUST 16TH, 2019.  

  

  

Present: Mr William Baillie - President,  Mrs Sally Shone - Chair, Mrs Jane Smith - 

Company Secretary and 29 members as per the register.  

Apologies were received from Peter Fraser, Jonathan McInnes Skinner and Samuel 

Small.  

The Minutes of the Annual  General Meeting held on Thursday 16th August, 2018 

were signed as a true and correct record. Proposed by Richard Pilkington and 

seconded by Rachel Cruden.  

Chairmans Report.  I took over at the AGM last year and I have ambitious plans for 

the Society. I want to involve the membership on this journey and make everyone 

feel involved.  We had great plans for the first year, much of which we have already 

achieved. There is a new web site, we have produced a year book for the first time in 

20 years, we have re-branded the Bleu du Maine and the Millennium Bleu with new 

logos with the help of Robin Johnson and his artistic talents.  We have welcomed 

Becky to the Society and she has attended most of the sheep events, including a trip 

to the NSA sheep event in NI. We have just appointed Ryan Wilson as our Youth 

Ambassador who I am sure will put forward the views of the younger members of the 

Society. We have further plans for the future and next year will celebrate 20 years of 

the Millennium Bleu. We want your ideas on how best to celebrate this milestone and 

I also want to know if you the membership are happy that we are spending a little 

more on promoting the breed.  We mustn’t be wasteful with the Society funds but I 

feel it is very important to promote the breed and keep moving forward.  Do you all 

agree?  

There was complete agreement from the members present.  

Plans for the future include continuing with promoting the breed at NSA events and 

hopefully introducing the Millennium Bleu to the agricultural colleges. The Year Book 

will be developed further, Becky made approaches to several companies whilst 

attending the sheep events and has promises of additional advertising.   We will be 

attending the Carlisle Expo later in the year with Millennium Bleus.  

I would like to thank everyone for their support this year and wish you a good sale 

tomorrow. Treasurers Report.  
Two or three years ago the detail we had from the accountants was much greater, 

now the accounts consist of very little actual details but pages of what the 

Government dictates should be included.   

The main details that I suspect most of you are interested in are firstly on  P8 where 

the income is shown and as you can see we have a small increase in all categories. 

Membership up £200, registrations up £1500, the sales levy was increased to 2% 
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and that meant the sale earned the Society £1500 and the dinner and other income 

amounted to £1300.  

However, our expenditure also saw an increase, mostly in general society running 

expenses and some expenditure on the old web site. Along with this the value of 

shares at the yearend had taken a significant hit and was down some £4K on the 

previous year.  

If we now go back to  Page 4 you will see we sustained a actual loss of £3653 which 

is mainly due to decrease in  value of our investments at the yearend of £3976, so on 

a general trading basis we made a small profit of £300.  I was charged quite a few 

years ago with reducing all our costs by 30%, and since then we have seen very little 

investment in the breed and this has been reflected in the balance sheet as losses 

have been reduced to zero or thereabouts.  

I am happy to report that as of yesterday the COIF fund was up at £150,995.18, we 

have £5194.84 in the current account, and £18.35 in a deposit account. No accounts 

outstanding and this takes into account that we have withdrawn £10K from the COIF 

fund this year to finance some of the expenditure with extra sheep events, the 

website and giveaways for the sheep events. The Yearbook generated enough 

income to more than cover its expenditure and Becky has already secured additional 

advertising for 2020.  

So all in all, I think I am leaving the Society with healthy funds and investments with 

which to go forward.  I’m sure the people responsible for wise investments many 

years ago would not want huge funds sitting in the bank and no promotion of our 

fabulous breed so spend wisely, but do invest in the future of our sheep.   

I would just like to say a few words before I leave you – finally!  

I have been with the Society since 1997, I was interviewed in the Little Chef in Builth 

Wells  by the then Chairman Richard Pilkington & Bleu breeder Mary Gittins who I 

knew from my NSA work. Initially I was the Field Officer and the Shorthorn Society 

undertook the remainder of the Society duties. It is gratifying that this gradual 

handover worked well and that 22 years later we have gone down a similar route 

with Becky, this year she has been to all the sheep events and is here tonight and in 

October she will take over my role.  I wish her well. I have met some lovely people 

during these years, sadly some no longer with us and I think one of the most 

memorable moments was when the Bleus won the Interbreed Pairs at the Royal 

Show – that was quite a party in the lines after -  with the late Gavin Shanks playing 

a  major role!   Another great stalwart of the breed bows out tomorrow, John 

Davison. A great stockman and judge and very special friend, widely respected by  

all, he has worked tirelessly  for the Society for many years, put up with me at 

endless sheep events and there is always a bed for me at Lough Green, I wish him a 

successful sale.   

So the USA has Donald Trump, the UK has Boris Johnson, & we have Sally!  Each 

of them have taken up their challenge like no other and over the past 12 months 

Sally has been amazing.   

 She took over at the AGM last year and WHOOSH! The journey began…. Not slowly 

but at 100mph! Sally is an inspiration to this Society, she is forward thinking in 

promoting the breed, yes,  we have spent a little more money this year, but we have 

been everywhere!  I wouldn’t want her phone bill, never in the last 22 years have I 

had so many calls, but she is working tirelessly for you and she deserves your 
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utmost support. She wants to take this breed forward and her energy and ideas 

seem endless.   

All the Sheep Events attended, a new web site, First Year Book for about 20 years  

in the we have “goodies” in the form of air Fresheners and key fobs to give away at 

sheep events and it is so nice to be able to send new members a little pack of 

something when they join.    

Yes, we have had some contentious issues during my term, but we have hopefully 

resolved most of them, -  we are a small society and we should work together for the 

good of the breed & look at the bigger picture. It is great that we now have a Young 

Ambassador in Ryan, its no good just letting the old fuddy duddies rule with a rod of 

iron, we need the views of our future farmers now.   

The sheep should be what we major on, not petty differences that sometimes rise to 

the top and cloud what we should be concentrating on. Becky will be in the driving 

seat on her own after the autumn council meeting in October and I wish her well,  I’m 

sure she will do a grand job!   

I wish you all a successful sale tomorrow and good luck for the future and I would like 

to thank you all for the great support I have received.  

The adoption of the accounts was proposed by Alice Mullen Shanks and seconded 

by Sue McInnes Skinner  

Appointment of Auditors.  Jane Smith suggested that we should retain the services 

of Newman & Co for the following 12 months anyway. They are familiar with 

Grassroots and it would be more straightforward for Becky to work with a company 

who had undertaken the work previously. It was proposed by Sally Shone and 

seconded by Richard Pilkington  

Members elected to Council.  The members elected to Council for a three year 

term were Laine Daff and Sally Shone. Any other Business.  
1. Kerrie McDermid said she felt extremely let down by the Society because of 

Council’s decision to change the rules for the MB registrations. She had 

joined the Society in 2014, registered and bought sheep at the Premier Sale 

every year since and had invested a great deal of time and money in breeding 

MBs. She promoted the breed at shows in southern Scotland and had repeat 

customers returning to buy her stock. It appeared the Society was not 

interested, that they didn’t care how much members might have invested in 

breeding MBs and she thought the decision very unfair.  A few members 

commented  before the President William Baillie gave the Council’s 

perspective on the issue of pure MBs. The initial decision to promote  and 

develop the MB was because in the late 90’s there was very little demand for 

the pure Bleu female. Gavin Shanks had crossed some of his Bleus with the 

Beltex and this seemed an excellent 1st cross. If the MB became popular it 

would increase the demand for Bleu females which in turn would help the ram 

market.  20 years ago the demand for both ewes and rams alike was declining 

rapidly and it is probably true to say the MB has been the saviour of the Bleu 

du Maine. However, it was always intended only to be a 1st cross, and not to 

develop a “pure” breed of MBs.  

2. The question was raised as to whether the name Millennium Bleu was a 

registered trade mark. JS informed the meeting that many years ago the 

Society had investigated registering the patent and at that time it was deemed 
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as too costly. Chris White suggested that the Society should register the name 

as a “Trademark”.  This would safeguard future use of the name and was a 

straightforward procedure and not over expensive. It was agreed to 

investigate and process if possible.  

3. Paul Farmer suggested that there should be some financial incentives in 2020 

to encourage members to celebrate the 20th Anniversary. This could be 

discussed at Council.  There should also be a feature in the Yearbook.  

4. Will Price asked what were the Society rules for dispersal sales and 

questioned why the Langley & Fearn dispersals weren’t at the end of the sale. 

Jane Smith answered this by stating it was the recommendation of H&H to 

have the Langley dispersal after the females, partly due to the tremendous 

contribution John Davison had made to the breed over many years, which 

meant his retirement should be marked accordingly. Chris White commented 

that the Davisons had done so much for the breed that he should be able to 

sell wherever the auctioneers recommended.  While Mr Price accepted this for 

the Langley sale he felt that Council should discuss the protocol for any future 

dispersals.  

5. Upset Price.  It was felt that the published upset price was much too low and 

under valued the sheep. It was recommended that it should be 200gns for 

females and 225gns for males. This to be discussed at the autumn council 

meeting.  

6. Andrew Wilson commented on the use of social media, the NI FB page 

attracted a lot of traffic and the society should perhaps expand on their 

advertising campaigns via social media in the future.  

7. Robin Johnson reported on the RamCompare project run by Signet. A ram of 

Julie Bury’s had performed well and it was hoped to publish a report in the 

2020 Yearbook.  

8. Presentation to Richard Pilkington.  The Chairman Sally Shone closed the 

meeting with a presentation to Richard in appreciation of his many years of 

service to Council.  

  


